INTHIS CORNER .
Bill Atkinson
‘Overcomes Foe

By VINCE CURRAN

|

- |
B Sure the sports page is a funny place to announce the ordx- 5
1ation-and first Mass of a priest. But, somehow, for Bill Atkm- |
son the sports page seems just right. |

Not because his older brother Al is ‘a famous middle line- |
sacker for the New York Jets. Not because B111 is something of |
isportsnut. l

But hecause of what J oe Paterno said recently at the ‘Max- |
well dinner. In affect, the Penn State coach conténded that the : .
special thing about sports is that they offer the 1nd1v1dua1 a
shance to rise above himself, ; . ’
t0 win of lose, and bear no ani-
mosity against the opponent. - \

Bill: Atkinson, whoyat 28
years of age will be ordained ]
on Saturday at 9:30 A/M. at St.
Alice Church in Upper Darby,
has done just that. His oppo-
nent? A 1965 toboganning ac-
cident that has left him with-
out mobxhty in either leg or
from his elbows to his-hands."

“«Inlaymen’s terms,” Bill
simply said, “I guess youd
sayT broke my neck.”

" The aceident to the young
seminarian led fo 20 months in
hospltals and several occa-
sions when the Msgr. Bonner = Ensa
graduate was all but gtven up . BILLATKINSON \
for dead. |

- "Allot of people wouldn t let me die, " sa1d Blll who is belng ‘
ordained with special permission from-the Pope and whom the |
Augustmlans believe will be the f1rst quadrlpleglc ever: or-
dained. - Co

: “A Tot of people spent a lot of time to keep me ahve — the ] L ‘
Augustmlans my family, the people at the hospltal SO \ S

7Maybe the most important thlng they d1d was to “‘accept '
me forwholwas.’ .
“'Al, for: example, ‘‘is. Very competmve And I"was. He
wouldn’t let me quit.””

And then there are the 21 professed seminarians 1n Btll s
residence. How many of them lent a hand" ‘

“All of them,”’ Bill sald “The guys get me up, put me
in bed dress me, feed me.”’ |
B111 has some degree of moblhty thanks to a motorlzed
wheelchair and a van that-“predates, Ironsidés.” Through ex- |
ercise he retains neck movement and with the a1d of mecham
cal devices he is able to type.
 Itisn’tieasy but ‘“‘other peopie have problems that T don t
have:? Bill said. ““Ilook at them and say I'm luckv Evervbodv i
has acrosstobear. Ilook at everybodv now and’ sav that everv |
body. counts — just because they are.’ \
..“I.feel'much closer to God as a result of the acmdent I ex-
perience him in people more, in people who have helped ime es-|
pecially. I see-God’s love in that Isee God slovein people who
have invited me out to dinner.’’: : \
“Onhis forthcoming ordlnatlon Bill sald ’ -
. “It’s analogous to a husband and wife going up the aisle.
They have each other to help with the nervousness and uncer- \ R ?
tainty. And I havea lot of people helping me, espemailv in the \'_ '
community. \
‘“All our needs are commumtv needs and all our resources. |’

are %’Iﬁr;%ilé%fgég:{ggssoumes is B111 Atkinson. ' \ PRIEST PROSPECT: Typing.in his room at V||Ianova Umver5|ty, Wil-

4 k - liam. Atkinson may become the first quadriplegic to be ordained a
Bob Guessetto, one of the semmarxans who lives Wlih and - I "\ Roman Catholic. priest.- When he broke his neck while tobogganing
helps Bill Atkinson, had these observations tomake on the im- | . in 1965. Atkinson thought his dream of becoming a priest was over.
pact Bill has made on the Augustinian community: ‘ 1 . Paralyzed from the neck down, he fought back and in February he will
“After a while, you take the paralysis for granted but 0“‘3,0 | be.ordained. Not only has he been involved in academic activities at
in a while yow'll realize what Bill has been through and it’s | " Villanova, where the has maintained a "B average, but he was active
really an inspiration because he's still Bill. Just Bill. 1 "\ in sports. He bécame a coach of one of the intramural football teams,
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“you know-he must have strong:faith and-be a strong-per- :

, : speeding ‘up and down the sidelines in his. electric-powered wheel
son. Being himself is how he’ll most touch people. He never de- g chaur HIS brother AI Atklnson plays for the New York Jets "~RNS
mands. He s always aware of the needs of the other seml-: e ‘
narians.” - L : T TR
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